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accounts, in the weeks following the arrests, some 250 railway
stations were damaged or destroyed, over 500 post offices were
attacked, of which fifty were burnt and the rest damaged. The
railway system of Bihar and the eastern districts of the United
Provinces was dislocated for many weeks. Communications were
seriously interrupted over a large part of India. Over 150 police
stations were attacked, besides other Government buildings. Over
thirty members of the police force were killed and a few other
officials and soldiers. Horace Alexander notes that even if we accept
the Government figures as approximately correct, the casualties on
the Government side were less than a twentieth of those on the side
of the people,17

Without a leadership and real organisation, our people gave never-
theless a heroic answer to what Gandhiji rightly termed the " leonine
violence" started by Government to " goad our people to madness".
The story is too recent to be told dispassionately, and facts about the
people's upsurge are only lately coming to light as a result of inquir-
ies instituted in several provinces by the Congress organisation,
Serious allegations were made regarding measures taken by Govern-
ment, but inquiries were prevented. Apart from bombing and machine-
gunning, there were at Chimur, Midnapore, Nandurbar, Poona and
Allahabad, for instance, such methods as the imposition of collective
fines and the enforcement, with communal exemptions, of the princi-
ple of collective responsibility on the inhabitants of village and towns.
In April 1943, when the Federal Court of India held that Rule 26
of the Defence of India Act under which Gandhiji and other Congress
leaders were detained was invalid in law, Government directly pro-
ceeded to issue a new Ordinance to " legalise " the illegality.18 The
superb strength of our people was seen in many districts of Behar and
eastern UP., in Midnapore where over large areas the British Gov-
ernment was no)i esb for about a month, in Satara where a parallel
administration functioned for quite a long time, and many other
places. Dubious elements had, of course, entered the field; a
self-appointed "A.LC.C. Directorate'1 defied the letter and
spirit of the Congress resolution by issuing, through circulars
and the fortnightly Ninth August, instructions for sabotage;
there was the inevitable handful of fifth-columnists and political
irresponsibles who wanted to fish in troubled waters. It remains
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